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APP ENDIX I 

GENERAL ELECTION, 1957 

LA°BOlJR PARTY ELECTION PROGRAMME 

¼ . } The Labo.ur Party ~c~s the supporl of the people i~ t.he for~h
~ corni ng GeJ1cral Elccl101l so that it can t1rge the new Dail to give 
JS dTecl to the following mcasures\ wl1ich the Labour Party believes 

will provide prosperity and security for the people\ 

1. fod u<dal Dcvdnpme.nt 
J 3- jThe development of existing industrfc~ an<l the promotion of 

11ew ind11strics to produce commocl1t1es wluch nre at present 
1 '!> imported.\ . . . . . 

J Publ ic ownership of the flour-mil l1ng mdustry under a National 
'"Lo 
<-,.J ,g 

I~(~ 

loll 

\4( 

Flour-Milling C?rporatioi . . 
A comprehensive Sllrvey .of nat10nal resources to b~ earned outl 

and the dcvdoprncnt of m1!1erc\ls cncouragc1.J . 
Int~1'.sivc clevc1<~prnenl ?f pent resou~·ccs tor the genc;ratt0n of 

clectnclty\ Additional bnqm:tte factories to be 1::rected\ 
The use of clectrjc.ily in factol'ics an<l on farms for motive power, 

etc,, to be cncournged fso a~ to reduce imports of for~ign, fuel\ . 
Shipping lonnage to be u1crcased to meet the Nauon s requ1re

ments. 
2. Agricultural Devl.'!opment . . 

~""'.I. Special credit faci lities to fol'mrrs to enable agncul.lural production 
' to be jn..:reased. The National Flour-Milling Corporation to 

Lt~ provic.l:: special grain storage and grain-drying facilities for farmers ( 
~t Marketing facilities for agricultural prod uce to be promoted. 

Specia(considcration to be gi\'cn to the c!airy;ng industry with a 
~"1 view to the raising of mi lk yiclusl and the ex port of dairy produce 
"\ !\' at competitive priccs.j 
lt~ Fruit a rowing to be encm1ragcd. 
~ q Guar::i~ lecd prices for the principal agricu(turn[ products. 

The Jaw relating to the tith: to agricultmal land to be revised 
10 in order to foci lilatc the granting of loans to credi t-worthy farmers. 

43 The establishment of at leas~ one pilot farm in each col~nty/ to 
! be managed in co-operation w1t!1 the loca l County Com1111Hce of 

<., Agriculture! 
/\ cornpr~hensive survey and v;1lu:1tion of :1gricu\tural hrnd to be 

~1' carried o ut in ,l>'dcr to assess the productive capacity of the agric
ultural land in c,1ch county. 

<t t The C'>tabli~hi,1cnt of an Agricultur:1l labou r (\)urt 1\H· Agricul-
tural Worker~ The promoti0n or lcgi·dation for the safety, health 

(f(, and welfare of Agriculturnl Workers\ 
J . Fisht>ries 

~}- Dc\'dopmcnt nf inl;rnd :1nd sea fo;herics ! \\ ith adcqualc safe-
lf l guards for the intcl'csls or in~liorc foh,·,·mcn.\ 
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,4. Housing 

1

1.r l Drive lo complete the Housing Programme vnd tile dearing of 
"l.r derelict sites. I 

5. J,'orcstry 
The exp.ansion of the fo restry progr~lmmc espr!cially with a view 

Jl ~o pro~1ding much-neede<l tmploynH:nt in th.:: Gncltacht nrcas 
!n the _,m~tcdiatc futu re} an<l the development of wood producl 

' I 

I 
\ 
i 

I 
l 

1'1,.. rnclw,lncs 1n due course. } 
6. fncome Tax 
. R~vie\~ of Ille i,ncome tax code so as lo secure n11 cq1:it:1b!c 

'\.<,-di~ln but10,.1. of the ~ax bmden in relation to the paying,eapacity ot the J 1f!ercn.t 'i?Ct10ns of the communi ty I and, in paniculftr, lo 
~ g,~e greater r:d1ef rn respect of pcr~onal and (1cpen<lants' allowances 

fo, persons rn the lowe r nnd m idd le income ~!roups. 
7. Banking and Credit -

<, l . ~ reatcr powc~·s fo'.· t ~e Govcn: mcnt under kgisl~ltionl. ~"- as to 
1, d11ect rlle Ccni,al Bctnk. to pru\Cde adequate: credit fat1lllies for 

the development of the rndu~trial and agri..:ul1 nral rcsourcesf 
l. The Central BaJik to _accept the securities offered for ruht nccs 
., 1 by StatC-i(lJOnso.rcd. bodies such as E.S. B., Bord n~1 :Vlona. Aer 
,~ Lrngus, lrn,h Shipping, etc.t so as to faci lita1c 1/Je i'urti1cr t·.<:p,:nsion 

' o[ these bodiesl 
I'=} As a menns of promoting ind ustry and agriculturc, and stimul:tling 
I'¼ the cco~10n,y,l the ptwnte banks to be rcqLtir~d to hold a hi!~hcr 
I 3 proportion ot their i n,·cstrncJlls in l ri.,h ,5ccuriticsl ~ 

8. Health I 
1S An immed iate im provcmenl to be eftectcd ill the present hctdlh 
1.$' ~crviccs by tlte local authorities\ for lhusc in the: lower :rllll middle 

income groups. I 
9. Social Wrffarc 
Increase in so~ial welfare bcncfi1s~ old age and bli11d p~·nsi,rns,/ 

uncmploy!ncnt insurance, ~111empluymrnt assi:;t ,tnf . d1,ability 
bcric:fi!,\ w1Jows' nn_d orphans· pensions., 

Retirement pcn~1o ns to be proYiJc( on a conrribulory [,a~is 
at 65 Y.c~rs fo~ men a!1cl 60 years fo r women) · 

Prov1s1on ol mortality b,mellt. 
Increase in maternity grants. 
Abe li tion of Cflrce-day w:titing pei io<l 011 cl\a ngc-o,~r from 

unemployment benefit to uncmploynw11t as~i-,tance. 
A n,11ion;1l comprehcnsi\'c WLirk nll'n\ CL•111p..:11',tli ,rn Schcrnc. 

I 0. Education 
Re\ icw of .:;ducational ~yskm and special im,',li,·. 1ti, ,11 uf the 

l/J ki1C:11ng J)1'0;,'.l"alllll1C \\i th p:tilicular rc!'c rencc I ,> Iii, re,ul!S ot' 
the present mctlloll of tca<.:hing !ri~hl 

Accckr.i t ion . or ll~c N:i.tinnal S"IH,nl buildin r pr.,~·J ;u I me) arid 
lh_c rccm1, /ruct1011 yt C,\l~lcng ! ,•r'/Jim:t tl,gdh,. r ' " I h ills:" !'l'tl\ i~: ,111 
of ,1dcqun lc healing :1r1d ~:rn 1t.1 rv :1,·,',; mmo,l'l ti<>:1 ,n .tit nir.d 
N:11 i-i nal Schools. J . · 



i 
l 

l 
i 
I 

i 
I 

l 
. I 

.:1 

i 

l 
I 

1 
j 

l 

28 

lmprovement nnd cxtensio11 of educational facilities I with the 
object of providing free :-;cconc.Jary education. 

11.. Control of Prices 
Review of existing machinery for lhe control of prices . 
The retention of the use of subsidies on essential ar ticles of rood. 

12. Land .Programme 
l, ~ The present unsatisfactory lan<l division progranunc of the Land 
, J Comruission to be abandoned I in favour of a new re-seltlcment 

,. p rogramme w hich will nccelcrlte the acquisiCion and Ji visior\ of 
'-I T lands and their distribu tion nmong tenants\ 0 1\ cond itions which 
\t ~ will ensure the fullest uti lisation of the Jana. 

13. I b lidays with Pay 
'-t ) 'he promotio n of lcgislMio;i to provide for the grnJujng of 

two weeks' ann ual h.oli<lays with pay to all ,vorkers. 

14. Trnnsvort 
18 Co-ordination of transport facllities so as to provide an efficient 

trn.nsp ort system\ and ensure security or employment and decenl 
¼, le, living stan<lnrds for employees. 

1? Expansion of the 1rish sl1ipping i'lccd includi ng the provision of 
f g vessels suitable for coastal traffic./ 

/ Jl SubstaJ}tial assistance for Jwrbour jmprovcmcJl1S, 

VOTE LABOUR A>/D FACE THE fUTll1U: W ffH 
CONFrDENCE 

February, 1957. 
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APPENDIX II 

M ENTAL HEALTH COM ,VfflTEE 

Resume of Disci;ssio11s already held 
Tlte fo llowing foct,; lw ve emerged from the various i\kccin2s of 

lh_c :~bov~ _Comm it tee, wh_Lclt hav_c t~kcn l?lacc anu fo r the putpose 
of s1mphoty thc~c a re <.i1v1dcd into Scct:ons ;inc.I sub-Scttions. 

Section 1 
1. That one uf the 1:;reatest harriers to progrt!:s:, in tllis country is 

the a tt ituue adopted by 11-ishmcn towards meatal d iscasc and mental 
illness. We feel that a more cn lightcned n.pproach wi ll ltnvc to be 
maJ c i11 order to remove the real, or imagin:1ry, s tigma whicl1 
peo ple arc prone to a:;socialc with men tal illness. 

2. That th~rc is nor a surrlciently strong !inc d rawn bet·,vfcn the 
various types or mcnt.al illness . 

3. Tha t if soch a d ivision were made aml the re was n proper 
segregation of lhc various type, of menta l i!lni;>:;,:; , t!wL the ac<:om
modation a t p resent existing in the Surt: woHld be :;u!Ticicnt . 1n 
o ther \\O rJs, if tl1erc w ,i:; a proncr d[visio il fo r lite ofcl, s111li cien t 
number of 0.P. Cl inics, proper schools fo r the advanc~mcnl of 
the cclucatlona !l y sub-normal, dc!l nitc scgrc!~:1ti,)n of Lhc ps vchotics 
etc., thcrc would be J10 need fo r ad dit ion;1l mcm:tl hospital) . ' 

4. Th:-tt the pr<:scnt m ,;tll od ol' selecting R .. \J.S. fo r mental 
h ()spitals is out--n,oc.lcd, a nd lhat promotion to thc~c o!lices should 
be not solely and simply on the basis of se 11 i0ri ty n11d fu rther, 
tha t a knowledge of agdcultmc antl accoun laiicy should not be a 
pre-requisite for obtaining a po:,( as R.i\l.S. 

5. Tha t sufficien t incenti v..: for po~t-gra<luatc work :rnd training 
is not given to J uniol· Mcclicnl O fficers in menLal lto;pit als. 

6. rlrn t it is much more irnpo rt:1nr to ha, c a well-lrnin(;d staff, 
than a wdk1 ppo intcd hospital. 

7. T ha t R.?vl.S. posts i11 mcnt,11 iastitutions shou ld be made 
, ufftcicntly nllracti vc to att r;1ct the bc:=:t rw ssiblc people. 

Sl'ttion 2 
Out-P:~ticnls' Clink s 

I. The Commillec arc satisfied tha t lherc is a vcrv ureenl need 
fo r the provision of :HIJ ition.tl n.r. C linic-.; in a lt' pa;~..; of the 
country and tha t if there were suti1°:ie11L 0.P. Clinic::; it \\ ,ndd have 
thrcc immcdi:1le efli.x:ts : 

(e1 ) i\J 11ch more s pceuy .:i •1d c lTcL·tivc lrL·:1tnwnl .1nJ care. 
(h) An imnicdia t;; step t,!\\ :1rd:, the r..:-mo,·al or the :,ligma 

aln:atly memioned. 
{c) A red11ction in t he 1n1mbcr 0r patiL'll l., ;oinz in to mental 

hospi ta ls. 
2. ll i~ esscnli.d tha t such Cli nics $i1ould b.: 11r~1:, .... rlv s!,t r,_d :111d 

il is the opinion of the Conllnittcc that tltc ~Lill' ~h,1lil d l'; in;;i-, t , ,;· 
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